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A NEW BASELINE FOR SUSTAINABLE AND SOCIALLY
FAIR MANAGEMENT OF SECONDARY RESOURCES:

The ISO 59014 Standard

The global economy’s linear model causes resource depletion,
waste, and environmental harm, threatening future sustain-
ability. Shifting to a circular economy is essential, requiring
responsible and efficient management of recoverable re-
sources to avoid negative impacts across life cycles, regions,
or stakeholders. Key challenges include ensuring fair condi-
tions for individuals in subsistence activities supporting waste
management in developing countries and achieving traceabil-
ity to meet sustainability standards. Addressing these issues

is crucial to support safe and equitable recovery practices.

The ISO 59014 standard was developed to address these
critical challenges in the transition from a linear to a circular
economy and provide a playing level field for any organiza-
tion willing to improve their recovery practices while demon-
strating positive environmental and social impacts.
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SRI AND ISO

SRI envisions to establish a sustainable,
inclusive, and circular recycling industry in
developing countries. With standardization
as a fundamental approach to establish
common ground among the diverse stake-
holders in this sector, SRI led the develop-
ment of the ISO International Workshop
Agreement (IWA) Nr. 19 “Guidance princi-
ples for the sustainable management of
secondary metals” (published in 2017).
For the first time, an ISO standard included
aspects of subsistence activities. In 2019,
SRI proposed to lead the process for up-
grading the ISO IWA 19 into an interna-
tional ISO standard, supported by the Swiss
Association for Standardization (SNV) and
the international community, under the
convenorship of WRF (Switzerland) and
B.E.M. Recycling (Mauritius).


http://www.sustainable-recycling.org
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An innovative approach to promoting a just and sustainable circular economy

OBJECTIVE

The I1SO 59014 standard aims to establish principles, require-
ments, and guidance to ensure sustainability and traceability
in the recovery of secondary materials, supporting circular
economy implementation and minimizing environmental and
social impacts along the secondary materials' value chain. It
aligns with the ISO 59000 (Circular Economy) and ISO 14000
(Environmental Management) families.

KEY CONTRIBUTIONS:
e Defines operational, managerial, and traceability requirements
for organizations involved in secondary materials recovery.

® Proposes a recovery pathway methodology based on life-
cycle thinking and circular economy principles.

e Addresses environmental and social risks, particularly in
informal and subsistence activities (SAs).

® Promotes safe working conditions and responsible engage-
ment of individuals engaged in subsistence activities sup-
porting waste recovery.

e Introduces traceability systems to track materials and en-
sure compliance with sustainability standards.

8 PRINCIPLES THE STANDARD IS BASED ON:
® Respect for stakeholders’ interests: Consideration of all
affected parties.

e Value chain responsibility: Accountability for environmental
and social risks and impacts.

e Responsibility towards individuals in subsistence activities:
Support for these individuals engaged in waste management
and recycling.

e Safe, healthy, and equitable work conditions.

e Environmental protection: Preventing negative impacts,
mitigating them and restoring ecosystems.

® Resource conservation: Maximizing resource efficiency
along the life cycle and minimizing virgin resource use.

e Life cycle perspective: Addressing impacts at all life cycle stages.

® Enabling circular resource flow: Designing recovery systems
that extend product and material lifespan.
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TARGET USERS

This standard is for any organization, big

or small, anywhere in the world, that wants
to recover materials in a responsible and
organized way - while ensuring their activi-
ties are sustainable, transparent, and follow
circular economy and life cycle thinking.
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EXPECTED BENEFITS FOR ORGANIZATIONS

The ISO 59014 is a pioneering standard covering aspects that
can deeply and positively impact on the performance of re-
covery processes. Its value proposition lies in providing or-
ganizations regardless of size or location with:

e a certifiable standard

e supplementary guidance for organizations engaging with in-
dividuals with subsistence activities,

e the possibility to demonstrate their progress in transition-
ing from a linear to a circular economy

e reduced needs of client audits

e improved capacities and competencies of workers gener-
ated and key actors in the value chain

e reinforced credibility by local and central governments.
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“The ISO 59014 standard is part of the ISO 59000 family of circular economy
standards and represents a pioneering step forward—offering practical guid-
ance that empowers even big, small and micro recyclers and those aiming to
engage with individuals in subsistence activities. By recognizing the vital role
these workers play in global waste management, ISO 59014 ensures no one is

left behind in the journey toward a more circular and equitable economy.”
Catherine Chevauché, VEOLIA STRATEGY & INNOVATION



Initial Impacts

FOUR PILOTS IN FOUR CONTINENTS

As part of the Standard development process, and inline
with its vision and commitment of supporting the deploy-
ment of sustainable and responsible practices when recov-
ering resources, SRl conducted four pilots. The selected
organizations represent diverse geographical settings and
cover different types of material value chains.

The feasibility assessment conducted in the four pilots
concluded that meeting the requirements of the ISO
59014 standard is achievable in the short to medium term.
Compliance levels ranged from moderate to high, with

the strongest development seen in operational areas. The
companies expressed that regardless of their level of com-
pliance, the implementation of the standard has allowed
them to broaden their vision of secondary materials man-
agement and provided guidance for this purpose.
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The world needs standards.

KEY REPORTS

[ SRI | |
The ISO 59014 Standard

Study on the positioning of ISO 59014
in relation to international WEEE
Management standards
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ISO 59014: Sustainability and

Traceability of Recycled Materials

Pioneering Cases in Asia,
South America Africa and Europe
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Assessing the Practical
Implementation of ISO 59014 for

Secondary Materials Recovery
Pilot testing at E[co]work in India

[ SRIJ |
ISO 59014 Standard Training Kit
Learning Material for Trainers
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